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of the Duke of Burgundy since the Treaty of Arras (1435), which gave France the option of buying them back for the ransom of 400,000 golden crowns. Louis XI succeeded in raising the money which he paid to Duke Philip, and in 1463 recovered them — Amiens, Abbeville, St. Quentin, Roye, Montdidier, Corbie, and others. Charles Count of Charolois was furious at this loss of territory, and took the first opportunity of taking his revenge. When the French nobles rebelled against their King for the " Ligue du Bien public," in 1465, Charles joined them with a large army, his old father being now completely under his control. On July 16, 1465, the battle of Montrhery was fought — a very doubtful triumph to either side, but Louis, anxious to make peace, soon after signed the treaty of Conflans, by which he gave up to Burgundy those towns on the .Somme which he had recently made such a tremendous sacrifice to buy back.
Charles at once hastened to take possession of them, to the great discontent of the inhabitants, and then advanced with his triumphant army against the men of Li&ge, who had dared to attack Namur and Brabant during his absence. This was perhaps the most powerful of the free and sovereign cities which had risen to wealth and importance in the Middle Ages. Nominally governed by a Prince-Bishop — a vassal of the Empire, and by sixty canons mostly of noble birth — the municipal government was yet absolutely democratic, all native-born citizens above the age of fifteen having the right of suffrage and being equally eligible to hold office.i r! of «v«ry living anitnul within IIH fathi-r1,** Ci walk and their mirrmmdingn. Of tht\Hi»h<T rlmr tn^ighi roul*i n«»t fail to know that- lit* \VHM u fitiltirr rvm in his own sjM*rial iiit'.ini*K< of ^ovi*rniiig » jjn*at Kntpin% lijic! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
